Faith-Based Approaches

to Environmental Stewardship:
Community Examples

and Governments' Role

Dr. Susan Emmerich, Consultant
Charles Lee, EPA
David F. Kern, ADEQ



Dr. Susan Emmerich
Palos Heights, lllinois

Advocate of community-based and faith-based environmental
stewardship and sustainability.

Chief Executive Officer of Emmerich Environmental Consultants.

Former professor of Environmental Science at Trinity Christian
College, Palos Heights, lllinois

Former U.S. Department of State representative to the United Nations
on environmental affairs.

20 years of experience in her field in the private, academic, local and
federal sectors.

Within the federal sector, she worked for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Departments of State and Interior, and the
the Senate Foreign Relations committee and the World Bank.

Author and film producer of the Telly and Aurora Award winning films
on the Tangier Watermen's Stewardship Initiative.

Founder and former director of the Tangier Watermen's Stewardship
for the Chesapeake, a non-profit organization.



Charles Lee
Washington DC

Associate Director for Policy and Interagency Liaison at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office
of Environmental Justice.

The Designated Federal Official for the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council, which recently
concluded a major report, “Ensuring Risk Reduction in Communities with Multiple Stressors:
Environmental Justice and Cumulative Risks/Impacts.”

More than 30 years of experience in research, advocacy and direct service around environmental health
and social justice concerns of people of color and low-income communities.

Pioneered the field of environmental justice. Architect of the two landmark seminal national events in
emergence of the environmental justice field:

> The seminal 1987 report, Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States;

>  The historic 1991 National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit.
Spearheaded numerous milestones marking the emergence of federal policy in this area, including
development and implementation of Executive Order 12898.
Chairs the Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice (IWG)

Spearheaded development of environmental justice demonstration projects which laid groundwork for
emergence of an environmental justice collaborative problem-solving model.

Former member of the EPA National Environmental Justice Advisory Council and the Institute of Medicine
Committee on Environmental Justice: Research, Education and Health Policy Needs.

Editor and Writer of articles, including:

“Environmental Justice: Building a Unified Vision of Health and the Environment,” in Environmental
Health Perspectives (NIEHS, April 2002)

“Collaborative Models to Achieve Environmental Justice and Healthy Communities,” in Power, Justice
and the Environment: A Critical Appraisal of the Environmental Justice Movement (MIT Press, 2005), and

“Environmental Justice,” Environmental Health: From Global to Local (Jossey-Bass, 2005).



David F. Kern
Little Rock, Arkansas

Outreach Coordinator, Arkansas Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ), Air Division, Asbestos and Lead-Based Paint
Branch.

Former ADEQ spokesman and Legal Division Office
Administrator.

Former journalist with more than 20 years’ experience,
including assignments as an environmental writer,
investigative reporter and state house correspondent.

Master of Urban Studies degree from the University of Chicago
and a Bachelor of Arts in journalism from Marquette University.

Coordinated, presented and moderated presentations at
national and regional journalism conferences.

EPA National Community Involvement Conference :
> 2005 Planning Committee
> 2006 Keynote and Selection committees.



Presentation Outline:

(two and one-half hours)

Introduction to topic
Audience Input : What audience members hope to get out of this workshop.
Introduction to Video Clips regarding three examples of a faith-based approach
to environmental stewardship:

> Chesapeake Bay

> Pennsylvania farm community

> New Berlin, Maryland, urban development.

Video Clips
Comment on video clips: How a faith-based approach can achieve
environmental results from a local issue or project.

EPA activities relating to faith institutions and communities.
Review of a faith-based approach at Arkansas facilities.

Panelists address: How state and federal regulators can work
with groups using a faith-based approach.

Discussion among panelists
Panelists’ summary
Audience Questions






Faith-Based Approach

e Clarity in our definition
 White House faith-based initiative
»Religious non-profits on par
with secular non-profits
»Federal money distributed
»Federal strings attached
» To improve welfare of citizens



Faith-Based Approach

 Faith-based approach in this presentation
» Different, unrelated to White House initiative
» A faith-based stewardship approach
»Based on a faith worldview



Faith-Based Approach

 Regulators, Government

» Their support sought for faith-based
organizations, non-profits, other groups

»Not expected to use faith-based approach
But to support it



Faith-Based Approach

A worldview
»Determines our values
»Vision of and for life
» Community, collective view



Faith-Based Approach

- Based on the Christian faith
- Its standard of authority — the Bible
- Faith worldview — a faith-based approach



Faith-Based Approach

. One of several motivations

For environmental decision-making
Faith-based approach

Environmental justice

Economic Interest

Protection of Health

Maintenance of quality of life
Resistance to change

vV V Y V VY V



Presentation Goals

Provide insight to regulators,
community leaders

Discussion of key issues, opportunities
Engage audience members
Dialogue: ways to support

faith-based stewardship



Faith-Based Approach

What do you hope to get out of this talk?
Voice your ideas to moderator.



Faith-Based Approaches

In this presentation

 Consultant’s view:
A faith-based approach
to environmental stewardship
« EPA representative’s view:
Environmental stewardship
in faith communities
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EVERYDAY CHOICES:

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Report to Stephen L. Johnson
Adwinisteator, US. Environmental Protection Agency

Spring.2005=
Administrator Steve

JORISONraSKkEArERPA
Innevation Action Council
to define “environmental
stewardship™ and develop
a new strategy

January 2006 — report released: “Everyaday Choices:
Opporitunities for Environmental Stewaraship”

Nnttp.//epa.gov/innovation/
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\/\/é deflne stewardship as the

ESpP0oN sibility for environmental guality
S19C _,1, ed by all those whose actions affect
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Stewardship Report to the Administrator,
January 2006
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I 2 GNEING evollition of policy.
_ IUtion; control tor pollution: prevention
rmr] SUS Jnabi ity.”

,.J:—w. Includes:

..-:.,.a growmg number of programs that incorporate

_partnershlps market incentives, recognition and
leadership awards, pollution prevention,
envirenmental education, research, technical
assistance, information and collaborative problem

solving.”
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e “Stéﬁﬁ‘l’dship Report* analyzes thereles
eipmany environmental stakelelCErs, S

Proposed approach: Target key groups and their stewardship roles

: = consumer choices

« purchasing

. ) + transporiation
« facility planning & management

. * household management

« technology demonstrations o

. : - local decisions
« policies & regulations

+ land use

Other key groups = ecosystem protection

| universines - product design * infrastructure planning &

= NGOs _ management
- financial community + supply chain management

* frade associaltions » consumer education

« facility design, management & operation

Stewardship Technical Report, January 2006
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“aupporqe sl ""u"e' 51 Lt canraesign
SRvirenmentall stewardship strategies with
r*Omrm-' Invelvement.”

.‘1

e ( n5|der ways to engage a variety of

a’rtners iIncluding neighborhoods, schools,

.. _ re//glous congregations, and environmental
-~ organizations...”
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Stewardship Report to the Administrator,
January 2006
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Lcommunity stakeho
cEnVirenmental stewandship., iasideepiand diverse roots in
SHIGEOIILRE ErOMEArmMING torNUALUNG) and conservation
BIECUCESNO SpIrttal veliers, one can find an appreciation
for peitrel] ' eUrces and the valuable services they provide
IgNfeyAaiVerse settings.”

S

—

. 6fganizations — from the World Business Council for
j: iﬁable Development...to the National Religious
| :P rtrership for the Environment — recognize the value
of environmental stewardship in achieving sustainable
results.”
Stewardship Report to the Administrator,
January 2006
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- VirtuaIIy all faiths teach stewardship of
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--‘EPA’S primary purpose Is to provide
Infermation, tools, and technical support as
reguested
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